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Lesson Plan

English Language Learners
Cognates Preview these English words that 
look similar to Spanish words:

decorations (p. 7): decoraciones
delicious (p. 7): delicioso
spectacular (p. 8): espectacular
strange (p. 8): extraño
trumpet (p. 12): trompeta

 Before Reading 
2–5 minutes

Build Background
Have students discuss the traits of a good 
babysitter. Ask what kinds of activities they would 
like to do with a baby-sitter. Tell students they will 
read about a baby-sitter in the next book.

Introduce the Book
Distribute copies of the book. Read aloud the 
title and discuss the cover illustration. ASK: Which 
character is the baby-sitter? (the woman) What do 
you think she will do with the children? 

Introduce Vocabulary
Display and discuss the following words and their 
meanings as they are used in the book:

• neat (p. 2): clean and in order
• bossy (p. 2): often ordering others around
• delicious (p. 7): tasting very good
•  imagine (p. 8): to think of or make a 

picture in your mind
•  spectacular (p. 8): exciting and amazing  

at the same time

Ask questions such as the following to help 
students use the words in context:

•  Which word describes a clean house—messy  
or neat? Why?

•  Which word describes someone who likes to  
be in charge—bossy or timid? Why?

•  Which word describes your favorite food—
delicious or flavorless? Why?

•  Which word describes what you do when you 
think up a story—read it or imagine it? Why?

•  Which word might describe colorful fireworks—
spectacular or boring? Why?

Summary
An imaginative, fun-loving baby-sitter 
captures the hearts of the narrator and her 
brother.

Objectives
Vocabulary: Clarify the meaning of 
unknown words: bossy, delicious, imagine, 
neat, spectacular. 

Phonics: Know the sound-spellings for 
long u: u, u_e. 

Reading Comprehension: Use key 
details to describe events. 

Structure: Use illustrations to describe 
events.
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 During Reading 
20–30 minutes

First Read
Read for Enjoyment
Have students choral or echo read the story 
with you. More proficient readers may read 
independently or with partners.

Second Read
Guide the Reading
Use the prompts below.

•  pages 2–3 What things does the baby-sitter 
make the children do? What do they want  
to do?

•  pages 4–5 Who comes instead of the normal 
baby-sitter? Is she like her sister?

•  pages 6–7 What does Rosie suggest doing? 
How does it turn out?

•  pages 8–9 What do the children think about 
when they close their eyes? What do they  
do next?

•  pages 10–11 What do the puppets look like? 
How do they make them move?

•  pages 12–13 How do Rosie and the children 
make music? Why can’t they do it again?

•  pages 14–16 What is Rosie’s last great idea? 
How do the children feel about Rosie?

Third Read
Think About Reading
Reread the text to focus on phonics and 
comprehension skills.

Phonics
Spellings for Long u: u, u_e Have students 
recall what the children do with Rosie when they 
play the trumpet and drums. (They make music.)

 Teach Write music and frame the first syllable. 
ASK: What is the vowel sound in the first syllable, 
mu? (long u, /yoo/) Explain that when a syllable 
ends with a vowel, the vowel sound is usually 
long, as in music. 

Write cute. ASK: What is the vowel sound in cute? 
(long u, /yoo/) Point out the VCe pattern. Explain 
that when a word has a vowel-consonant-e 
pattern, the vowel sound is usually long. 

 Practice Write the words us and use.  
Ask students to identify which word has the  
long u sound (use). Repeat with the following 
word pairs: cube, cub; mud, mute; under, unit.

 Apply Display the words below. Draw a 
T-chart on the board and label the columns  
Long u and Short u. Ask students to read each 
word aloud and sort it into the correct column.

 tube huge duck June

 hug mule uphill useless

English Language Learners
Phonics When words begin with the  
/yoo/ sound, Spanish-speaking students 
may pronounce /y/ as /j/. Remind students 
that their tongues should not touch the 
roofs of their mouths when they say /yoo/. 
Have them practice with the words use, 
unit, and uniform.
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Social/Emotional Learning
Relationship Skills The children in Rosie 
Moon do not like their usual baby-sitter, but 
they enjoy their time with her sister, Rosie 
Moon. Discuss how sometimes we have to 
be around people we may not like, but it 
is always important to show respect while 
communicating our thoughts and feelings. 
Have partners draw a picture of one way the 
children could improve their communication 
with their usual baby-sitter the next time she 
visits. Invite students to role play the scenarios 
suggested by the pictures.

Reading Comprehension
Describe Events Tell students that an event 
is something that happens in a story and that 
one event can cause another event to happen. 
Authors usually tell events in order.

 Teach Display pages 4 and 5. SAY: Mom and 
Dad are going out one night, but the baby-sitter 
cannot come. This is one event in the story. It makes 
another event happen. What is the next event? 
(Rosie Moon comes instead.) Discuss how the first 
event led to the next one.

 Practice/Apply Display pages 8 and 9. 
SAY: What is Rosie Moon’s idea? (to paint some 
pictures) What do the children imagine when they 
close their eyes? (being on a faraway planet) 
What do they do next? (paint pictures of what 
they imagined) Ask a volunteer to explain the 
connection between events.

Then, have students work with partners to choose 
a different example of one event that causes 
another event in the story. Invite volunteers to 
share their responses with the group.

 After Reading
10–15 minutes

Assess Progress
Phonics: Spellings for Long u Distribute the 
Blackline Master. Read the example words 
and directions. Then have students complete the 
sentences. Use the answers to assess students’ 
understanding of long u spellings.

Answers: 1. cube 2. use 3. music 4. humor  
5. menu 6. huge

Think About It Have individuals or partners 
answer the questions at the end of the book. 
Use the answers to assess their reading 
comprehension.

1.  Rosie Moon came to babysit because her 
sister, the regular baby-sitter, couldn’t  
make it. 

2.  Rosie Moon is fun and suggests activities 
that can get messy. Her sister is too neat, 
too tidy, and too bossy; she is no fun!

3.  “Over the moon” means “very happy” and 
is a play on Rosie Moon’s name. 

GO Further
Structure: Use Illustrations Remind students 
that they can also use illustrations to tell more 
about a story’s events.

Display pages 6 and 7 and review that Rosie and 
the children bake a cake. SAY: The words of the 
story tell us that the children “use green icing and 
lots of decorations.” The picture shows more details, 
such as marshmallows, chocolate, and candy pieces 
to make the cake look like an alien.

Have students reread pages 10–11. ASK: What 
event happens? (They make puppets.) Which extra 
details are in the picture and not the text? (the 
colors, materials, and tools they use)

Ask student pairs to write a short paragraph 
retelling what happens on pages 12–13, using 
details from both the text and illustration. Ask 
partners to share their paragraphs with the 
group.
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Spellings for Long u
Long u has different spellings. Here are two spellings for long u. 
 • u as in unit • VCe as in mute

  Write a word from the Word Box to complete each sentence.

Rosie Moon

 Word Box

cube flute huge humor
menu music rule use

1. Tom puts an ice _______________ in his water.

2. I can _______________ a shovel to dig in the sand.

3. Please turn down the loud _______________ . 

4. Emma has a funny sense of _______________ .

5. The dinner _______________ has many items on it.

6. The old oak tree in the park is _______________ ! 


