
SPOTLIGHT ON COMPREHENSION is a comprehension program for Grades 1-6 that
aligns to the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy and
their inherent emphasis on students’ need to understand what a text says and means.
Eight comprehension skills are taught through a series of strategies that enable students
to routinize the understanding and meaning of a text. Assessment is essential to
SPOTLIGHT ON COMPREHENSION and occurs throughout each stage, from progress
monitoring activities to diagnostic assessments.

The CCSS stress the importance of teaching students to engage in “close, attentive reading.” SPOTLIGHT ON
COMPREHENSION exposes students to authentic, high-quality leveled texts across many genres, allowing for
accessibility and differentiated instruction. Comprehension research, on which the Common Core State Standards
are based, shows the effectiveness of a “gradual release of responsibility” model of instruction. The instructional
guidance found in every aspect of the program assists teachers in their support of students, as the emphasis on
what is taught and how it is taught shifts dramatically. Progress monitoring exercises and formal assessment
(Selected Response, Constructed Response and Performance Task questions that align to the CCSS assessments),
are incorporated throughout the program to further aid teachers in the implementation of the CCSS.

SPOTLIGHT ON COMPREHENSION MEETS THE FOLLOWING CCSS:

-Reading: Informative and Literature; Foundational Skills: Read closely to
determine what a text says; cite specific textural evidence to support conclusions;
determine central ideas or themes; summarize key supporting details and ideas;
analyze how and why individuals, events and ideas develop and interact; interpret
words and phrases; analyze structure of texts; delineate and evaluate arguments;
read and comprehend complex literary and informational grade-level texts.

-Writing: Write informative texts to examine and convey complex ideas and
information clearly and accurately; draw evidence from literary or informational
texts to support analysis.

-Speaking and Listening: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

-Language: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONAL PATH:

EXPLAIN: Explicit, highly scaffolded instructional materials designed around a gradual release of responsibility
model so that teaching may occur in Whole class, Small group, and Independent settings.

MODEL: Introduce and model each skill with laminated Big Books.

PRACTICE: Offer multiple opportunities to practice each skill (Found in TG, Student Books and on the Interactive
Whiteboard and Assessment CD)

APPLY: Apply skills with 180 Fiction and Nonfiction Student Books (102 are also available in an interactive
digital format). Features of the digital books include downloadable pdf worksheets, read- along
audio, recording feature, discussion questions as well as literal, inferential or evaluative questions
for each spread, editing tools, and video clips for the Nonfiction books.

ASSESS: Assess with Pre- and Post-Diagnostic Assessments, Cloze Activities, Constructive Writing Response
Assessment texts and other progress monitoring exercises.
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