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English Language Learners
Numbers Preview these English and 
Spanish number words:

one, two (p. 2): uno, dos
three, four (p. 3): tres, cuatro
five, six (p. 4): cinco, seis
seven, eight (p. 5): siete, ocho
nine, ten (p. 6): nueve, diez

Introduce Vocabulary
Display and discuss the following words and their 
meanings as they are used in the book:

•  buckle (p. 2): to attach the ends of a strap 
or straps together

•  shut (p. 3): to close
•  lay (p. 5): to place someone or something in 

a flat position
•  straight (p. 5): having no curves or bends
•  begin (p. 7): to start

Ask questions such as the following to help 
students use the words in context:

•  Which might you buckle—a sneaker  
or a belt? 

•  Why might you shut a window—to keep  
rain out or to let rain in?

•  Where might you lay a baby—in a walker  
or in a crib?

•  Which is made from straight lines— 
a square or a circle?

•  Which letters begin the alphabet— 
XYZ or ABC?

 Before Reading 
2–5 minutes

Build Background
Ask if students know any number or counting 
rhymes, such as “Five Little Monkeys,” “One 
Potato, Two Potato,” or “The Ants Go Marching.” 
Invite them to share the rhymes. Then explain 
that today students will read a counting rhyme.

Introduce the Book
Distribute copies of the book. Read aloud the 
title. Encourage students who are familiar with 
the rhyme to recite it or share what they know. 

Summary
Photographs illustrate this version of the 
traditional counting rhyme.

Objectives
Vocabulary: Clarify the meaning of 
unknown words: begin, buckle, lay, shut, 
straight. 

Phonics: Know the sound-spelling for 
short e. 

Reading Comprehension: Relate text 
and illustrations. 

Structure: Recognize common text 
types.
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Third Read
Think About Reading 
Reread the text to focus on phonics and 
comprehension skills.

Phonics
Short e Display page 6. ASK: What animal is the 
girl holding? (a hen) Have students say hen and 
identify the vowel sound. (/ĕ/)

 Teach Write hen. SAY: This is the word hen. 
When a word has one vowel, and it is closed by a 
consonant, the vowel sound is usually short. Point 
to the letters as you say the sounds and blend the 
word: /h/ /ĕ/ /n/, hen. 

Write egg. SAY: The letter e can stand for the  
short e sound at the beginning or middle of a word. 
Say the sounds for the letters and blend the word 
with me: /ĕ/ /g/, egg. 

 Practice Write ten. Point to each letter as 
students say the sounds, /t/ /ĕ/ /n/. Then have 
them blend the sounds to read the word. Repeat 
with these words: pet, web, bed.

 Apply Write the words below as shown. Ask 
students to chorally read the words with you. 
Then guide them to notice the rhyming words 
in each column. Have students work in pairs to 
suggest another rhyming word for each column. 

 get ten wed leg 
 set hen bed peg 

 During Reading 
20–30 minutes

First Read
Read for Enjoyment 
Read the book aloud without interruption, 
providing time for students to view the photos.  

Second Read
Guide the Reading 
Use the prompts below. 

•  pages 2–3 What is the girl doing? Based on 
the picture, what does buckle mean? What is 
the boy doing? What number words do you 
see? Which words on pages 2 and 3 rhyme? 

•  pages 4–5 What are the children doing on 
these pages? How do the pictures help show 
that pick up and lay are opposite actions? 
What number words do you see? Which words 
rhyme?

•  pages 6–7 What is the girl holding? Which 
word rhymes with hen? How many hens do 
you see on page 7? What does the author 
mean by the words “begin again”?

•  page 8 How is the last page of the book 
different from the other pages? How can you 
use the chart to begin the rhyme again?

English Language Learners
Phonics Students whose first language is 
Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, or Tagalog 
may struggle to pronounce or to distinguish 
short e. Use the lesson words to practice 
articulation. To help students distinguish 
the sound, use CVC (consonant-vowel-
consonant) words with minimal contrast, 
such as get/got, set/sat/sit, or leg/lag/log. 
Have students pronounce each word  
with you.
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Social/Emotional Learning
Self-Awareness Have students look at the 
girl on page 2. ASK: How do you think the girl 
feels about being able to buckle her own shoe? 
How can you tell? Tell students that people 
often feel happy and proud when they learn 
to do something on their own. Have students 
name things they have learned to do that 
made them feel proud, such riding a bike or 
tying their shoes. Help students understand 
that they are learning new things both in 
school and at home.

 After Reading
10–15 minutes

Assess Progress
Phonics: Short e Distribute the Blackline 
Master. Read the directions and name the 
pictures with students: web, cup, net, ten, seal, 
nest. Use students’ answers to assess their 
understanding of short e.

Answers: Students will write e for 1. web 3. net 
4. ten 6. nest

Think About It Discuss the questions at the 
end of the book with students. Use students’ 
responses to assess reading comprehension. 

1.  The text is more like a poem because it has 
rhyming words instead of characters and 
events. 

2.  Possible answer: It is like other counting 
rhymes because it has numbers. It is 
different because most of the photos show 
the rhyming phrase and not “how many.”

3.  The picture shows a girl putting on her 
shoe, so buckle means, “to attach, or  
put on.” 

GO Further
Structure: Text Types Explain to students  
that authors write many different kinds of texts. 
SAY: Some texts entertain us and are fun to read. 
Some texts give information to help us learn about  
a topic or explain how to do something. 

Display several text types that students have 
previously read, such as a story, an informational 
text, and another counting rhyme or poem. 
Discuss the texts one at a time, guiding students 
to identify basic features:

• Story: made up of characters and events; a 
beginning, middle, and end; illustrations 

• Informational Text: real people, places, or 
things; facts and details; photographs 

• Poems: rhyming words, lines and phrases

Then display One, Two, Buckle My Shoe. Ask 
students what kind of text this book is and why.

Reading Comprehension
Relate Text and Illustrations Tell students 
that the words and pictures in a book work 
together to give information. 

 Teach Reread page 2. SAY: This poem is a 
counting rhyme, so each line begins with number 
words. After the number words, the text says, 
“buckle my shoe.” The picture shows a girl putting 
on her shoe. So the word buckle must be a way to 
attach, or put on, something.

Continue with page 3. SAY: The words on this 
page say, “shut the door.” What kind of door will 
the boy shut? (a door to a house or apartment) 
How can you tell? (It has a lock on the door.)

 Practice/Apply Have students chorally read 
pages 4–5. Guide them to relate the pictures 
to the words, noting where the children in the 
photos pick up the sticks and how they lay them 
straight. 

Assign pairs of students to pages 6–8. Have 
partners discuss how the text relates to the 
picture and how it adds to their understanding. 
Invite pairs to share their findings with the group.
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Name                    
AlphaKids GO!One, Two, Buckle My Shoe

Short e
The letter e can stand for the short e vowel sound,  
as in red and hen.

  Write e if the picture name has the short e vowel sound.

1.

w    b
2.
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3.
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4.
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