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High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 85) to 
introduce the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Do you have a pencil?  
 Give me the book. 

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display The Ant and a Bee. 
Read aloud the title and call on volunteers to point 
to the uppercase A and B in the title. Repeat for the 
words the and a. Then discuss the cover illustration. 
ASK: Which animal is the ant? Which is the bee? What 
are the animals holding?

Ask students to follow along as you read aloud the 
story. Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Expression Echo read the story with 
students, modeling expression. Show students 
how you can use your voice to stress important 
words or express a mood. You might convey worry 
while reading “The alligator,” relief for “a bowl,” and 
contentment for “The bananas.” Proficient readers 
may read with partners or whisper-read on their 
own. (p. 79)

Story Structure
Language Frames Invite students to use rebus 
language frames from the book to label items in the 
classroom. Students can write the word The or A on 
index cards and draw a picture of a classroom item 
they wish to label, for example, The desk, A chair. 
Then print the corresponding word under each 
student’s picture. Some students may wish to write 
the words themselves with assistance.

Assess Progress
Think About It Answers: 1. The ant is carrying an 
apple. 2. The ant and bee decide to eat the apple 
and berry. 3. The alligator has bananas in its bowl. 
Blackline Master Answers: 1. Students should 
trace and write Aa and Bb. 2. Students should draw 
and label an apple, a berry, or a banana.  

Warm-Up
Sing the Alphabet Song Tell students that they 
will be learning the letters of the alphabet and how 
to write them. Teach or invite students to sing the 
Alphabet Song with you. If possible, point to each 
letter on an alphabet strip as you sing. Sing the 
song several times. SAY: Today, we will learn how to 
write upper- and lowercase a and b.

Letter Recognition
Introduce Aa–Bb Use the Letter Recognition 
Routine (p. 70) to introduce upper- and lowercase 
Aa. Repeat for upper- and lowercase Bb. 
Once you have introduced the letters, have 
students whose names begin with A or B point to 
and name the letter on the board. For example, This 
letter is uppercase A. Ana begins with uppercase A. 
Then guide students to compare the letters.  
ASK: Which letter has only straight lines? Which 
letters have curves? How are lowercase a and b alike? 
How are they different?

See Activities and Games (p. 98) for suggestions on 
how to practice the letters throughout the week.  

English Language Learners 
Language Transfer Speakers of Chinese, 
Hmong, Korean, or Vietnamese may need 
practice using a and the since indefinite articles 
do not exist in many Asian languages. A student 
may say I get book from library instead of I get 
a book from the library. Similarly, Hmong or 
Spanish speakers may omit definite articles and 
say He is teacher instead of He is a teacher.

Recognize/
Form Letters 
A, B
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Name 

Aa
Bb

The Ant and a Bee
Write Letters
1.  Trace and write the letters from the story.  

                        
                       

Story Response
2.  Think about the fruit in the story. Which one do you like best?  

Draw it. Then label your picture. 
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