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High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 85) to 
introduce the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Is your folder in your bag?  
 Look at this picture.   
 Please put your feet on the floor. 

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display Sam, Nan, and 
Mab. Read aloud the title and explain that Nan 
is one name for a grandma. Discuss what the 
characters are doing in the cover illustration. Ask 
students to follow along as you read aloud the 
story. Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Appropriate Rate Echo read the story 
with students, guiding them to read at a steady rate 
and increase their speed slightly to convey Mab’s 
actions. Proficient readers may read with partners 
or whisper-read on their own. (p. 79) 

Story Structure
Sequence Tell students that the events are the 
things that happen in a story. SAY: A story has a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. We can retell a story 
by telling what happened first, next, and last.

Display the book and invite students to retell the 
story. Record their suggestions in a story map. 

Beginning Sam and Nan sat on mats. 

Middle Mab can bat and nab the tab.

End Nan put Mab on a mat.

Assess Progress
Think About It Answers: 1. Mab is the cat in the 
story. 2. Mab tries to nab the tan tab. 3. Nan puts 
the tab in Sam’s shirt. She puts Mab on his own mat 
with toys.
Blackline Master Answers: 1. Nan, tan, can, nab  
2. ban, Nan 3. Students should draw their favorite 
part of the story and write a word to label it.

Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
Blend Phonemes SAY: Listen as I blend sounds to 
say a word: /b/ /ă/ /g/, bag. The word is bag. Now it is 
your turn. Listen to the sounds I say. Blend the sounds 
to say the word. 

 /n/ /ă/ /p/ /r/ /ŭ/ /n/ /n/ /ě/ /t/ 
 /t/ /ŭ/ /b/ /b/ /ě/ /d/  /s/ /ă/ /d/ 

Phonics
Introduce b, n Use the Consonant Sound-Spelling 
Routine (p. 71) and a picture of a bat to introduce 
/b/. SAY: The letter b can stand for the /b/ sound 
at the beginning or end of a word. Repeat with the 
word net to introduce n, /n/. 
Display the words below. Use the Sound-by-Sound 
Blending Routine (p. 73) to model reading the first 
word: /b/ /ă/ /t/, bat.

 bat an at mat 
 nab sat tan man 
 bam Sam Nan Mab

Continue with the remaining words. Point to each 
letter in a word as students say and blend the 
sounds. 

English Language Learners 
Vocabulary Work with students to help them 
understand the multiple-meaning words in this 
story: bat and tab. Act out what the cat is doing 
when it bats at and nabs the tab. Show pictures 
of a baseball bat, a bat (the animal), and a soda 
can tab to contrast the meanings of each word.

Consonants  
b, n
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Sam, Nan, and Mab 
The letter b stands for the sound you hear in bat.  
The letter n stands for the sound you hear in nab.

Word Detective
1. Reread the story. Find three words that start or end with n.

                     
Build New Words
2. Trace and write an. Add b and N to an to make new words.  

                     
Story Response
3.  What do you like best in the story? Draw a picture of it.  

Label your picture. 
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