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Squish, squish!  It is a wet, gray  
day.  Your steps make prints in the  
mud.  The land is so wet.  It is  
dotted with little ponds.  You are in  
a wetland!
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The land in a wetland is  
very wet.  But wetland plants like  
it wet.

Cattails are wetland plants.  
They do well in mud.  They look  
like hotdogs on sticks!
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This is a water rail.  A wetland is  
its home.  It eats bugs, snails, and  
little fish.  It pokes its long, red bill  
into mud and water to get food. 
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Frogs are in wetlands, too.  This  
kind of frog has lots of spots.  Its  
skin helps it blend in with plants.   
It hunts for snails, slugs, and bugs  
to eat.
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Big plants are in this wetland.  Moss  
hangs from branches.  What is waiting 
up in the branches?

Logs are in the water.  Catfish use 
these logs.  That is where catfish lay 
their eggs.



7

A catfish is good food for a  
bobcat.  This bobcat hunts for prey  
in a wetland.  It will carry the prey  
back to its den.

Bobcat kits will be glad to eat it!   
Then their mom will hunt again.
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This wetland is close to the sea,  
so this wetland has tides.  Two times  
a day the tide comes in, and the  
water rises.  Two times a day the tide 
goes out.  The water drains back to 
the sea.
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Crabs, shrimp, and fish are in this  
wetland.  They eat bits that they find  
in the water.  Water can carry things  
such as little plants.  These bits of  
food travel in and out with tides.
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These ponds are potholes.  You  
can see them on a plain.  A plain is  
a kind of grassland.

In spring, water fills potholes.   
Little potholes shrink if it gets hot.   
They fill up again when it rains.
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Lots of ducks travel to potholes  
in spring.  They eat grains, bugs,  
and snails.  They make nests in  
the grass.

This kind of duck is a pintail.  Do  
you think this name fits it?
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In the past, lots of wetlands  
were drained.  Then crops were  
planted on the land.

But farms can save wetlands,  
too.  This wetland is on a farm.  The 
wetland takes up just a bit of land.



1.  What kinds of food can 
different animals find in 
wetlands?

2.  What key ideas do the text 
and photos tell you about 
wetlands?

3.  Why did farmers in the past 
drain wetlands? What do some 
farmers do now instead?

Th nk About It
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Wetlands
Week 18, Book 1

Read with Week 18, Book 2  
Waiting for Rain

Wetlands explores the 
topic of marshes, swamps, 

prairie potholes, and  
other wetlands.
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