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Carry water with you if you 
travel in this place!  It does not rain 
much here.  It has little water.  It is 
not a good place for all plants.  But 
it is fine for sagebrush.
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The land is fine for sage hens,  
too.  A sage hen eats sagebrush.   
It eats bugs, such as ants, as well.  
It gets water from its food.  But if it  
finds water, it will take a drink.
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This red land gets little rain.   
Plants must wait for it.  When rain  
falls at last, it runs down the plants’  
branches.  Then the plant takes in 
the water.
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What can you see in this red  
land?  You can see this kind of  
skink.  It eats plants as well as  
bugs and snails.

This skink has lots of names.   
One of them is “bobtail.”  
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You can travel to states that  
have grasslands.  These  
grasslands are named “plains.”

The plains get too little rain for 
big plants.  But this much rain is  
fine for grass.
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The plains are home to the swift  
fox.  This fox is the size of a cat.   
It hunts prey such as rats and mice.  
It eats bugs and bits of plants, too. 
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Look at this huge plant!  It is in a  
grassland.  It saves up water in its  
trunk and branches.  It must wait a  
long time for rain to fall again.
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At last, rain comes again!  The  
land springs to life.  There is lots of  
fresh grass to eat.  These two will 
stay here for a while.  They will eat 
the grass.  Then they will travel 
back to grasslands far away.



10

This place has lots of sand but  
little water.  It gets just inches of 
rain now and then.  But this odd 
plant can wait for rain.  It can go  
a long time without water. 
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This snake zips over sand.  Tan  
scales help it blend in.  That’s not  
all!  Water sticks to its scales.  The  
snake drinks this water. 

See the scales on its tail?  It  
shakes them to say, “Stay away!”
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This is a farm.  What made  
these big patches?  Water!  In the  
past, these patches were tan.  Now 
farms bring in water.  Crops can be 
raised in places with little rain.



1.  Why is Waiting for Rain a good 
title for this book?

2.  How are the plants on pages 8  
and 10 alike? How are they 
different?

3.  How does the text help you 
understand the meaning of the 
word prey on page 7?
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Waiting for Rain
Week 18, Book 2

Read with Week 18, Book 1  
Wetlands

Waiting for Rain explores 
a variety of dry lands and 

the plants and animals  
that live in them.
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