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High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 147) to 
review the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Is it raining again? 
 I carry my books in a backpack.  
 The farm has many chickens. 
 Some animals travel to find food. 
 A plant needs water to live. 
 The birds were building a nest.

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display Waiting for Rain. 
Read aloud the title and discuss the cover photo. 
Ask how this book might differ from Wetlands. Have 
students follow along as you read aloud the text. 
Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Appropriate Phrasing Choral read 
the book with students, focusing on phrasing. Use 
page 2 to model grouping the words in a long 
sentence into meaningful chunks and to note 
punctuation clues that signal pauses. Proficient 
readers may read with partners or whisper-read on 
their own. (p. 148)

Word Study
Compound Words Display the word sagebrush. 
Underline the two smaller words. SAY: Remember, a 
compound word is made up of two smaller words. The 
word sagebrush is made up of the words sage and 
brush. Then have students identify the two words 
that make up each of these compounds:

 laptop hillside driveway pancake 
 mailbox sideways someday daytime

Assess Progress
Think About It Answers: 1. It is a good title 
because the places get little rain and wait a long 
time for it. 2. Both are trees that wait for rain; they 
look different. 3. It gives examples to show that 
prey are animals that another animal hunts.
Blackline Master Answers: 1. Sample answers: rain, 
stay, prey 2. aid, raid, braid 3. bob, tail; grass, land 

Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
Segment Phonemes SAY: Listen as I say the sounds 
in a word. The word is trace, /t/ /r/ /ā/ /s/. Now you try 
it. I will say a word. You say the sounds you hear in  
the word. 

 tight paint smile king 
 pack stay coach place

Phonics
Review Long a Use the Vowel Sound-Spelling 
Routine (p. 134) and a picture of rain to review  
long a spelled ai. SAY: Remember, the vowel  
team ai is one spelling for long a. Repeat with these 
words and spellings: play (ay) and they (ey).

Display the words below. Use the Continuous 
Blending Routine (p. 136) to model reading the first 
word: /ch/ /ā/ /n/, chain.

 chain hey trail faint 
 spray snail stay brain 
 mail prey paid clay

Continue with the remaining words. Point to each 
letter in a word as students say and blend the 
sounds.

English Language Learners 
Phonics The multiple spellings for /ā/ can be 
confusing to English learners. Use word families, 
such as -ail, -ake, and -ay, to provide practice. 
Have students list words for each word family 
and then use the words in oral sentences to 
demonstrate understanding.

Long a  
(ai, ay, ey)
Week 18, Book 2
373 words
261 decodable words
Decodability: 70%
High-Frequency Words:  
again, carry, farm, travel,  
water, were
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Name 

Waiting for Rain
The long a sound has different spellings. 
 ai as in rain ay as in play ey as in they

Word Detective
1.  Reread the book. Find three words with long a spellings. 

                     
Build New Words
2.  Write aid. Add the letters below to write new words. 
 aid add r add b before r

                     
Word Study
3.  Write the two small words that make up each compound word.

 bobtail                    
 grassland                    
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