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Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
Blend Onset and Rime SAY: Listen as I blend 
the beginning and end sounds of a word: /b/ /ăk/, 
back. The word is back. SAY: Your turn! I will say the 
beginning and end sounds of a word. You blend the 
sounds to make a word.

 /s/ /ĭk/ /n/ /ěst/ /ch/ /ŏp/
 /r/ /ŭsh/ /h/ /ĭl/ /w/ /ĕnt/

Phonics
Introduce Final Blends Remind students that they 
have been learning about consonant blends. Write 
tent and underline -nt. SAY: This word is tent. It ends 
with the consonant blend -nt. When two consonants 
are together in a word, each one usually keeps its own 
sound: /t/ /ĕ/ /n/ /t/, tent. Many consonants can form 
blends at the ends of words.
Display the words below. Use the Continuous 
Blending Routine (p. 134) to model reading the first 
word: /l/ /ŭ/ /m/ /p/, lump.

 lump stand help desk
 fast gift hint melt

Continue with the remaining words, pointing to 
each letter as students say and blend the sounds.

English Language Learners 
Sound Transfer Arabic and many Asian 
languages have few or no final blends. As a 
result, students may struggle to produce final 
blends or insert vowel sounds between the 
consonants. They may say, for example, mel-uht
instead of melt. Provide practice with the lesson 
words. Point to the consonants at the end of 
each word. Say each one separately and then 
together before blending. Have students echo.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 135) to 
introduce the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Everyone had a good time at the street fair. 
 Do we have eggs to make breakfast?
 A bird built a nest in our tree. 
 Please keep your feet under your desk.

Where did I put the extra tissues?
 Raking the yard is hard work!

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display A Good Home. 
Read aloud the title and discuss the cover. Ask 
students what a good home might be for an ant.
Have students follow along as you read aloud the 
text. Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Expression Echo read the text with 
students, focusing on expression. Call attention to 
your tone when saying “Help!” (p. 7) compared to 
“This is fun!” (p. 9). Proficient readers may read with 
partners or whisper-read on their own. (p. 139)

Word Study
Consonant + -le Syllables Tell students that being 
able to recognize syllable patterns can help them 
read longer words. Display the word huddle (p. 4) 
and use the Divide Syllables Routine (p. 136) to 
model dividing it into syllables. SAY: When a word 
ends with a consonant + -le, divide the word before 
the consonant. In consonant + -le words, the letters 
-le have the schwa vowel sound, /әl/. 
Guide students to read each syllable separately and 
then together: hud-dle, huddle. Point out that the 
first syllable is closed. It ends with a consonant and 
has a short vowel sound. Repeat with these words: 
puzzle, jungle, candle, giggle, gentle. 

Assess Progress
Think About It Check that students use text 
evidence to demonstrate their comprehension. 
Sample answers: 1. Ant means that she will try out 
different places to see if they will make a good 
home for her. 2. The pictures help me understand 
that Ant gets stuck in a bubble and moves in the 
air inside of it. 3. One lesson is that sometimes 
accidents (Ant falling in the bubble mix) can lead to 
good things (Ant finding a good home).  
Blackline Master Use the Answer Key (p. 154) to 
check students’ work.

Final Blends
Week 5, Book 1
380 words
292 decodable words
Decodability: 77%
High-Frequency Words: 
good, have, tree, under, 
where, work 

A Good Home
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Name 

A Good Home
Two consonants can form a blend at the end of a word.  
Many different consonants can form end blends.  
mp in jump nt in tent nd in hand 
sk in desk st in fast lp in help

Word Detective
1. Reread the story. Find three words with the nd end blend.  

                                                                                                                                                

Word Rhymes
2. Read each word with an end blend. Write a word that rhymes. 
 hint jump rest

                                                                                                                                                

Word Study
3. Draw lines to break each consonant + le word into syllables. 
 bundle jiggle mantle

Write to Retell 
4. Tell what happens in the beginning, middle, and end of the story. 

  Write your retelling on another sheet of paper. Give details from the story in your 
own words. Use at least three words with an end blend. 
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