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“Listen up, kids!”  Mr. Flynn said.   
“It’s time for our next class project.”

The whole class fell silent.  Kym  
was not surprised.  Mr. Flynn’s  
projects were always fun.  

What will we study this time?   
Kym thought.
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“We’ll study Egypt as it was  
thousands of years ago,” Mr. Flynn  
explained.  

Then Mr. Flynn split the class into  
pairs.  Kym’s partner was Doug.  

“Do you have an idea for a topic?”  
Kym asked.

“Not yet,” Doug said.
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Kym and Doug chatted about the  
project in gym class.

“We could make a pyramid,”  
Doug said as they jogged.

“That’s a good idea,” Kym said.   
“But I think many kids will make  
pyramids.”

“Good point,” Doug said.  
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Later, Kym and Doug did some  
research.  Kym went online to read  
about Egypt.  Doug read some  
books.

Kym heard other kids talking  
about their projects.  Dylan planned  
to make a big map.  Lynn liked the  
jewels worn by royal people.
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At home, Kym helped her dad  
bake.  They made cornbread to  
serve with dinner.  Then an idea  
popped into Kym’s head.

Quickly, she called Doug.
“People in Egypt ate bread,” she  

said.  “We can make bread the way  
they did long ago.”
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The next day, Kym and Doug  
planned their project.

“They used a different kind of  
wheat in Egypt long ago,” Kym said.   
“It’s called emmer.”

“I read that, too,” Doug said.   
“Our local health food store sells it.   
My mom can take us there.”
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On Saturday, Kym and Doug made  
their first loaf of bread.

“I’ll prepare the yeast,” Kym said.  
“What’s yeast?”  Doug asked.
“It’s a fungus that makes bread  

rise,” Kym said.  “Long ago, people  
just let yeast in the air land on the  
batter.  Now it comes in packets.”
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Doug added some salt.  Kym  
added the yeast and water.

“Now we let it rest,” Kym said.
“Rest?”  Doug said.  “We’ve been  

doing all the work!”
Kym giggled.  “That means we let  

the bread rise,” she said.
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Kym and Doug waited for an hour.   
Then the bread was ready.

“Now we knead it,” Kym said.
“Need what?”  Doug asked.
“No, we knead it,” Kym said with  

a laugh.  “That means you fold the  
bread and squish it a lot.”

“I can do that,” Doug said.
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Doug kneaded the bread.  He got  
very sticky.  “I look like I have big,  
muddy mitts,” he said.  

“Now we split it into blobs,” Kym  
said.  “Then we let them rest.”

Doug laid his head on the counter.   
He yawned.  “I’ll rest, too,” he joked.
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Doug’s mom put the bread in to  
bake.  Soon the smell of fresh bread  
filled the air.  

Kym took a deep breath.  “I like  
that smell!”  she said.  

At last, the bread was done.  Kym  
and Doug could not wait to taste it.
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Doug bit into a piece of bread.  
“It’s very tough,” he said.  “It’s like  

leather.”
“The crust is like rock,” Kym said.   

“I’m glad this was just a test run!”
“It’s all right,” Doug’s mom said.   

“I’ll make bread crumbs with it.”
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On Monday, the classroom looked  
like a museum. 

A map of Egypt hung on the wall.   
Next to it was a mural of soldiers.   
Pyramids and camels filled a table.

Two kids told about picture  
language.  They showed how people  
used symbols to write.
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Then it was Kym and Doug’s turn.   
They talked about their bread.  

“I read about bakers in Egypt long  
ago,” Sydney said.  “They kneaded  
big batches with their feet!”

“We didn’t!”  Doug said with a  
laugh.  “Our feet never touched this  
bread!”
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The bread was a big hit.  Nothing  
was left but crumbs.

“What’s the next project, Mr.  
Flynn?”  Kym asked.

“Rome in the past,” Mr. Flynn  
said.  “Or maybe Greece.”

“Let’s pick the place that made  
the best bread!”  Doug said.



Th nk About It
Use details from the book to 
support your answers.

1.  How does Kym respond when 
Doug suggests making a 
pyramid?

2.  Look back at pages 9 and 11.  
What two meanings of the 
word rest are used in the 
story? How does the author’s 
use of the two meanings add 
humor?

3.  What words would you use to 
describe Kym? Why?
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Egypt Long Ago

In The Class Project,  
two students bake bread 

using a recipe from  
ancient Egypt.
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Word Count 632
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Decodable 
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