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Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
Blend Phonemes SAY: Listen as I blend sounds to 
say a word: /b/ /r/ /ĭ/ /ng/, bring. The word is bring. 
Now you try it. I will say some sounds. You blend the 
sounds to say the word.
 /s/ /t/ /ŏ/ /k/ /s/ /ĭ/ /l/ /k/ /g/ /r/ /ă/ /n/ /d/
 /k/ /l/ /ă/ /p/ /m/ /ĭ/ /s/ /t/ /f/ /ûr/ /s/ /t/

Phonics
Introduce More Short Vowel Spellings Use the 
Vowel Sound-Spelling Routine (p. 133) and the 
word head to introduce short e spelled ea. SAY: In 
some words, the vowel team ea stands for the short
e vowel sound, /ĕ/. Repeat with tough for the ou
spelling of short u and gym for the y spelling of 
short i. 
Display the words below. Use the Continuous 
Blending Routine (p. 134) to model reading the first 
word: /b/ /r/ /ĕ/ /d/, bread. 

 bread myth health touch
 leapt syrup young deaf

Continue with the remaining words, pointing to 
each letter as students say and blend the sounds.

English Language Learners 
Phonics The multiple spellings for vowel 
sounds can be confusing to English learners. 
Tell students that it can take a long time to 
remember the many vowel spellings. For each 
spelling, guide students to choose a word 
they know well and comprise a list of spellings 
for each sound. When listing the words, have 
students underline the vowel spelling in each, 
for example: bed, head; big, gym; run, rough.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 135) to 
introduce the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Photos from long ago are in black and white. 
 Pat can play when she is done with her chores. 
 We need a good idea for the school art project.
 What language would you like to learn?
 His jokes always make us laugh.  
 The king’s soldiers guarded the castle.

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display The Class Project. 
Read aloud the title and discuss the cover. Ask 
students to predict what the project is about.
Have students follow along as you read aloud the 
text. Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Appropriate Intonation Echo read 
the text with students, focusing on intonation. 
Point out how your voice rises and falls as you 
read. Proficient readers may read with partners or 
whisper-read on their own. (p. 139)

Word Study
Consonant + -le Syllables Tell students that the 
consonant + -le syllable pattern has different 
spellings. Display the word royal (p. 5) and use the 
Divide Syllables Routine (p. 136) to divide it into 
syllables. SAY: One spelling for the consonant + -le 
syllable is al. The -al spelling is also pronounced with a 
schwa vowel sound, /әl/. Repeat with the word jewels
and the -el spelling.
Display the following words: tunnel, normal, 
metal, camel. Guide students to read each syllable 
separately and then together.

Assess Progress
Think About It Check that students use text 
evidence to demonstrate their comprehension. 
Sample answers: 1. Kym says it is a good idea, but 
she thinks too many other kids will make pyramids. 
2. The word rest in the story means “to let bread 
rise” and “to take a break.” The word adds humor 
because Doug jokes that the bread shouldn’t need 
to rest when he and Kym did the work. 3. I would 
say Kym is smart and understanding. She teaches 
Doug about Egypt and is patient when he jokes 
around.
Blackline Master Use the Answer Key (p. 159) to 
check students’ work.

More Short 
Vowel Spellings
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632 words
489 decodable words
Decodability: 77%
High-Frequency Words: ago, 
done, idea, language, laugh, 
soldiers

The Class Project
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The Class Project
Most short vowel sounds are spelled with the letters a, e, i, o, and u. 
Some words have other short vowel spellings. 
ea, short e in head y, short i in gym ou, short u in tough

Word Detective
1. Reread the story. Find three words with short e spelled ea.  

                                                                                                                                                

Word Rhymes
2. Read each word with a short vowel spelling. Write a word that rhymes. 
 head Kym tough

                                                                                                                                                

Word Study
3. Read the syllable below. Add -al to write a word. Then use the word in a sentence.  

 med + al =                                             

                                                                                                                                                               

Write a Personal Narrative
4. What is a project that you have worked on? What did you learn?  

  Write your narrative on a separate sheet of paper. Use at least three words with 
a special short vowel spelling.
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