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Phonemic Awareness Warm-Up
Segment Phonemes SAY: Listen as I say the sounds 
in a word. The word is cliff, /k/ /l/ /ĭ/ /f/. Now you try 
it. I will say a word. You say the sounds you hear in 
the word.

 string  train  bread flame
 plant  hurt  sweet  cloud

Phonics
Review More Short Vowel Spellings Use the Vowel 
Sound-Spelling Routine (p. 133) and the word head
to review short e spelled ea. SAY: Remember, in 
some words, the vowel team ea stands for the short 
e vowel sound, /ĕ/. Repeat with tough for the ou
spelling of short u and gym for the y spelling of 
short i. 
Display the words below. Use the Continuous 
Blending Routine (p. 134) to model reading the first 
word: /s/ /p/ /r/ /ĕ/ /d/, spread. 

 spread lyric thread rough
 meant system trouble wealth

Continue with the remaining words, pointing to 
each letter as students say and blend the sounds.

English Language Learners 
Vocabulary Many English learners may be 
confused by words such as read and lead, which 
can have a short or long e sound depending 
upon context. Provide sentences for students to 
see how the word meaning and pronunciation 
changes: I like to read; I read that book yesterday; 
Who will lead the parade? Lead is a type of metal.

High-Frequency Words
Use the High-Frequency Word Routine (p. 135) to 
review the words. Use these sample sentences:
 Long ago, people didn’t have cell phones. 
 Are you done with your lunch? 
 It was my idea to paint the room blue.
 What language is that man speaking?
 The funny movie made us laugh.  
 The soldiers followed the king’s orders.

Comprehension and Fluency
Read for Understanding Display Egypt Long Ago. 
Read aloud the title and discuss the cover photo. 
Ask students to share what they know about Egypt.
Have students follow along as you read aloud the 
text. Then discuss the Think About It questions.
Reread with Accuracy Echo read the text with 
students, focusing on accuracy. Guide students 
to self-monitor and correct any words they 
mispronounce. Proficient readers may read with 
partners or whisper-read on their own. (p. 139)

Word Study
Consonant + -le Syllables Remind students that 
the consonant + -le syllable pattern has different 
spellings. Display the word murals (p. 4) and use 
the Divide Syllables Routine (p. 136) to divide it 
into syllables. SAY: Remember, one spelling for the 
consonant + -le syllable is al. The -al spelling also has 
a schwa vowel sound, /әl/. Repeat with the word 
models and the -el spelling.
Display the following words: signal, label, local, 
travel. Guide students to read each syllable 
separately and then together.

Assess Progress
Think About It Check that students use text 
evidence to demonstrate their comprehension. 
Sample answers: 1. Page 6 tells that many painted 
pictures in Egypt show royalty and other workers. 
Examples are jewelers, farmers, and soldiers. 
2. By studying the pictures in temples, people 
can understand more about what people in 
ancient Egypt did, wore, and ate. 3. They help me 
understand more about the pyramids, pictures, and 
jewels that students showed in their projects. 
Blackline Master Use the Answer Key (p. 159) to 
check students’ work.

More Short 
Vowel Spellings
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High-Frequency Words: ago, 
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soldiers

Egypt Long Ago



© 2023 Sundance Newbridge PublishingDecoder Kids  |  Blackline Master110

Name 

Egypt Long Ago
Most short vowel sounds are spelled with the letters a, e, i, o, and u. 
Some words have other short vowel spellings. 
ea, short e in head y, short i in gym ou, short u in tough

Word Detective
1. Reread the book. Find three words with short e spelled ea.  

                                                                                                                                                

Build New Words
2. Change the first letter in each word to r. Write the new word.  
 head tough

                                                                                                

Word Study
3. Read the syllable below. Add -al to write a word. Then use the word in a sentence.  

 roy + al =                                             

                                                                                                                                                               

Write an Opinion
4. Would you like to visit Egypt? Why or why not? 

  Write your opinion on another sheet of paper. Use details from the book to 
support your opinion. Use at least three words with a special short vowel spelling. 
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